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Introduction 

This policy outlines the learning, teaching, organisation and management of geography at 

Whoberley Hall Primary School. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching 

staff. The responsibility for monitoring and review rests with the geography co-ordinator. 

       What is Geography? 

•  Active Geography: pupils should have some opportunities to DO geography, not just listen to it, by 

being engaged in practical activities in and beyond the classroom. 

• Identify as a Geographer: Pupils should be able to identify when they are studying Geography as 

opposed to other subjects.  

• Geographical voice: The pupils should have ample opportunity to engage in discussion, debate and 

oral presentation, rather than just writing about the geography they are doing (so that it is 

geographical knowledge and understanding, not literacy, that is being assessed)- Geographical 

Association 2021 

 

Geography is the study of real places at different scales and of how the people living there are 

influenced by and affect the environment of those places. Geography explores the relationship 

between earth and its people. Geography studies the location of the physical and human features of 

the earth and the processes, systems and interrelations that create and influence them. The 

character of places, the subject’s central focus derives from the interaction of people and 

environment. 

An understanding of geography is essential to our understanding of the world and the skills and 

knowledge of Geography have a wide application in everyday life. 

Geographical fieldwork and investigations provide important opportunities for working in teams and 

developing individual responsibility. 

The Geography curriculum at Whoberley Hall is structured into four key areas of learning: 

• Geographical skills and field work 

• Human and Physical Geography 

• Locational Knowledge 

• Place Knowledge 

 

In addition, to these areas, the school provides children opportunities to consider the importance of  

sustainability and how me protect our environment. To address these areas, the Geography  

curriculum at Whoberley Hall Primary is taught through a series of key concepts. These subject 

specific concepts are explored through each Geography unit and provide lenses through which to 

consider different aspects of Geography. These concepts allow us to explore our local area,  wider 

city , country and the world.  

 



Intent  

At Whoberley Hall, through our Geography curriculum, we aim to expand geographical vocabulary, 

increase our children’s knowledge and curiosity of the wider world and promote high aspirations. 

We seek to create a life-long love of the subject, through teaching our children about diverse places, 

people and resources.  

Through the study of natural and human environments, as well as physical and human processes, 

our desire is to provide our children with a sense of awe and wonder about the world they live in. As 

they continue on their journey of Geography, we aim to foster a deep understanding of the subject 

that develops alongside their geographical skills.  

Our aim is that our children go on to apply these skills across all subjects, as well as in their futures 

beyond Parks. Our curriculum is designed to provide our children with the subject specific language 

they need to describe, question and discuss the world, as well as their place in it.  

Our pupils are encouraged to recognise that they have a voice and to use it confidently to debate 

topics that they feel passionate about, for example, deforestation or renewable energy. We aim to 

produce well- rounded individuals by providing our children with opportunities to expand their 

cultural capital and experiences of the world. 

 

Implementation 

Based upon the National Curriculum, Chris Quigley’s Mile Stones and the individual needs of our 

children, we have created a Geography curriculum, which sets out the objectives taught in each year 

group, and topics to facilitate this teaching. Where possible, geography is woven into history to 

ensure children have a good understanding of how changes have occurred over time. As the national 

curriculum states, ‘teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s 

key physical and human processes.’ The topics taught have been specifically selected to ensure all 

pupils make progress and embed knowledge throughout the years. Real links between the two 

subjects helps to solidify the learning taking place. 

Staff Use the National Curriculum as a starting point, and then focus in on Chris Quigley’s Milestones 

to make the skills and knowledge more specific to the year group. After an initial ‘jotting down’ of 

ideas, staff plan lessons using the topics and milestone. Staff identify key vocabulary, using the 

tiered vocabulary approach. Staff consider cognitive overload, how to ensure that learning ‘sticks’ 

into the long-term memory, cultural capital and the local context, as well as ensuring that lessons 

are engaging and meaningful.  Visits are planned to ensure that any new learning is reinforced 

through experience.  

 

Impact 
Our geography curriculum offers high quality and well planned lessons which encourage 
progression. Geographical questioning helps pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 
of the world and its people. Our curriculum offers high-quality knowledge which are embedded in 
each lesson. Through offering a wide range of terminology we are able to use this new knowledge to 
help with our assessment of topic understanding and also helps us identify areas in which we need 
to encourage deeper learning. Through our curriculum, pupils learn to think critically and ask 
perceptive questions. In order to ensure our aims have been met, we scrutinise topics through: 
• Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary before and after the unit is 

taught. 



• Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 
• Moderation where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a dialogue 

between teachers to understand their class’s work. 
• Sharing good practice in staff meetings. 
• Marking of written work in books against the schools marking policy. 

 
Continuity and progression in the curriculum is built around essential knowledge, understanding and 
key skills within Geography.  
 

Expectations 

By the end of EYFS children will: 

Begin to understand how they are part of their own locality which is part of a bigger world. They will 

learn about different people and communities and use speaking, listening and understanding to 

develop and explore these in greater detail linked to broad overarching topics. 

 

By the end of Key Stage 1 children will: 

Use and make a range of geographical resources such as photos and maps to locate features in their 

locality and the world. They will understand the principle of directions and look at land use, climate 

and physical features of Great Britain and other locations in the world. Children will begin to 

understand also their own impact on the world. 

 

By the end of Key Stage 2 children will: 

Be able to compare their own locality to different locations around the world. They will conduct 

simple fieldwork to exemplify common geographical processes and develop an understanding of 

map work such that these features can be examined and identified in a wider context. Children will 

gain knowledge of the impact of humans on the landscape and recognise the impact of themselves 

and that of nature in shaping the world in which they live. 

 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 

Due to its focus on places and environments in different parts of the world, and on issues which 

arise about how these are changing, Geography provides a unique vehicle for environmental 

education, citizenship and British values. We encourage the children to develop a sense of 

responsibility. Their work encourages them to be responsible and to set targets to meet deadlines, 

particularly with geography home challenges. Lots of discussions through geography lessons, sharing 

opinions and taking into consideration other people’s views contributes to the teaching of PSHE. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

The teaching of Geography offers opportunities to support the social development of our children 

through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Our groupings allow children to 

work together and give them the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own work 

and the work of others. Through their collaborative and co-operative work across a range of 

activities and experiences in geography lessons, the children develop respect for the abilities of  

other children and a better understanding of themselves. They also develop a respect for people and 



the world in which they live. They develop their cultural awareness and understanding, and they 

learn to appreciate the value of differences and similarities. A variety of experiences teaches them to 

appreciate that all people are equally important, and that the needs of individuals are not the same 

as the needs of groups. 

 

SEND 

At Whoberley Hall we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. Geography forms part 

of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through 

our teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this 

by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment 

against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against 

expected levels. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational 

needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching 

materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different 

action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the 

child’s needs. 

 

Inclusion 

The full range of activities in geography will be made available to all children, irrespective of age, 

race, gender or ability. Impact and Assessment The impact of learning is measured against the key 

concepts and key objectives within sequence of learning and is a measure of how much knowledge 

has been acquired. This may be through use of quick quiz assessments or longer written or oral 

outcomes to demonstrate understanding. Regular monitoring of work and pupil voice is used to 

moderate judgements which are made. Reporting to parents occurs annually within a child’s written 

report to parents. The teaching of geography will be monitored through the analysis of the two year 

cycle, medium term planning, pupil interviews, analysis of assessment data, scrutiny of work 

samples and lesson observations, in line with the school development plan. In the foundation stage 

assessment is collected through the use of stickers to record children’s voice, observations, recorded 

work and tapestry. The Geography subject leader keeps evidence of the children’s work in a 

portfolio. 

 

Roles & Responsibilities 

SLT will: 

Actively support and encourage staff, praising good practice and supporting staff development, in-

service training (particularly for the Geography Leader) and resources. 

The Geography leader will: 

• Provide sequences of skills and knowledge to be taught.   

• Support colleagues in planning and teaching the subject specific concepts, second order concepts 

and developing their skills in teaching and assessing Geography. 

• Carry out subject monitoring and evaluation of practice. 



• Use feedback from monitoring to develop an action plan for Geography with realistic and 

developmental targets. 

• Compile a portfolio of children's Geography work to evidence progression and examples of good 

practice for staff to refer to. This will also include whole school family learning projects and themed 

days. 

• Keep up to date on new developments in the use of Geography in the curriculum and inform staff 

in staff meetings and training days. 

• Promote geography throughout the school with the idea of themed days/weeks and family 

learning challenges for home. 

• Complete Curriculum Effectiveness Review Cycle every half-term around Geography. 

The Class Teacher will: 

• Be responsible for planning and implementing the sequence of lessons for each geography unit as 

set out in this policy. 

• The classroom has a visible map for the appropriate units and key geographical vocabulary. 

• Ensure pupil’s books contain a world map and knowledge organisers for each unit of work. 

Resources 

Geography resources are allocated according to what themes are taught in each age group. Children 

will have the opportunity to use the following resources: globes, atlases, visual media, information 

books, maps, graphs, measuring equipment and ICT. The resources are stored in main cupboard in 

the staffroom. All staff have a responsibility to ensure it is maintained in good order and reported if 

any resources become broken or damaged during use, the Geography leader needs to be informed 

as soon as possible. 

 

Assessment 

Staff assess pupil’s understanding of key concepts and vocabulary through a hexagon assessment at 

the end of unit. These concepts and vocabulary are monitored by the Geography coordinator and 

provide evidence of progress. This, in addition to other methods, for example, pupil voice, informal 

observations during lessons, provide further evidence of progress. Books provide evidence of 

coverage and are a way of enabling reinforcement of skills and knowledge.   

 

S. Mills (Geography co-ordinator) 

Review Date: September 2025 


